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Introduction

Hello and welcome to the lesson about using the correct spacing in your designs. In this
lesson, I would like to discuss three different aspects of spacing. First, I will talk about
the most important aspect: the white space. We'll talk about what it is and how we can
use it effectively.

Next, I'm going to share how you can define and use a Spacing and Sizing System to
speed up your workflow and improve the overall consistency. And finally, I will share
some additional tips and things to consider when aligning elements on a website.
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You need more white space!

OK, let me say this: if you are only going to take away one thing from all the lessons in
this module, let it be this: you need to use more white space!

Designers love it, yet website owners want to fill it. Whitespace is often regarded as a
waste of valuable screen space. But it is definitely not a waste of space. It's an essential
design element and a powerful tool for effective web design.

In fact, many would argue that it is as important as website content. You need to give the
content room to breathe! It helps to create a balance and flow so that the website
content is easy to read and doesn't overwhelm your visitors.

What is white space?

It is often referred to as "negative space". It is the space left between other elements on a
page. It covers everything from line and letter spacing to the space surrounding text and
images, to margins and gutters.

Obviously, despite its name, white space doesn't have to be white. You can use any color
or lack of it in your negative space.

Effective use of white space creates a design that's enjoyable, comfortable, and easy to
interact with.

Functions of white space

1. We can use it to separate without cluttering.
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Module 1 Lesson 4

Pharetra malesuada platea purus.

Egestas per luctus massa diam nulla dictumst. Felis
praesent suscipit inceptos nascetur sit. Gravida pulvi-
nar curae massa vitae aliguam tempus bibendum.
Felis sodales molestie laoreet leo ipsum.

Semper si ut vulputate tempor.

Lorem ipsum suspendisse. Diam sagittis nascetur velit
semper aptent. Cursus inceptos nulla si ipsum eros
per. Nunc sed dis class leo hac elit. Fusce a eros partu-
rient.

Things like line separators, background color changes, or even blurb cards or shadows -
all these elements are used to separate or divide one area on the screen from another
area.

You can achieve the same effect just by using white space, and it will declutter your
layout, especially if you're going for a clean and minimal look.

Pharetra malesuada platea purus.

Egestas per luctus massa diam nulla dictumst. Felis
praesent suscipit inceptos nascetur sit. Gravida pulvi-
nar curae massa vitae aliqguam tempus bibendum.
Felis sodales molestie laoreet leo ipsum.

Semper si ut vulputate tempor.

Lorem ipsum suspendisse. Diam sagittis nascetur velit
semper aptent. Cursus inceptos nulla si ipsum eros
per. Nunc sed dis class leo hac elit. Fusce a eros partu-
rient.
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2. You can also use white space to highlight your calls to action. If you have an
important element, there are a lot of different ways you can emphasize it. You can make
it very big, or very colorful, but you can also add a lot of white space around it.

Pharetra malesuada.

Egestas per luctus massa diam nulla. Click Me
Felis praesent suscipit inceptos nascetur sit.

It is a slightly more subtle option and my go-to method for drawing page visitor
attention to an element while still having a clean and minimal design.

3. We can also use white space to give an impression of luxury. White space is mainly
used as a technique of improving the user experience, but it also has this aesthetic use. If
you scroll through some high-end brand websites, you'll become aware of how generous
use of white space gives an impression of elegance, luxury, and sophistication. And it is
really generous.

If you inspect and look closely at these pages you will see that there are hundreds of
pixels of empty space in between elements.
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4. The correct use of white space in text can greatly increase readability. Things like
paragraph margins, line spacing, or even letter spacing can influence the legibility of

text.

This is a main heading

THIS IS A SUBHEADING

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet id platea parturient. Luctus urna vitae
dolor ridiculus. Parturient nisi et ex class. 5i suscipit ullamcorper
dignissim ultrices malesuada natoque scelerisque. Nostra conse-
guat arcu commodo facilisi lectus conubia ultrices. Eu eros morbi
proin bibendum vitae libero montes. Ligula lobortis pellentesque
bibendum magnis arcu,

Accumsan mattis pulvinar fusce senectus dui. Tortor platea curae
ligula ridiculus donec si. A lorem convallis at placerat nascetur vel,
Accumsan dis curae iaculis maximus diam. Nec cursus enim nostra
porttitor facilisis.

Text that's tightly spaced feels cluttered and is difficult to read.
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This is a main heading
THIS IS A SUBHEADING

Lorem ipsum dalor sit amet id platea parturient. Luctus urna vitae dolor ridiculus. Parturient
nisi et ex class. 5i suscipit ullamcorper dignissim ultrices malesuada natogue scelerisque.
MWostra consequat arcu commodo facilisi lectus conubla ultrices. Eu eras marbi proin biben-
dum vitae libero montes. Ligula lobortis pellentesgue bibendum magnis arcu.

Accumsan mattis pulvinar fusce senectus dui. Tortor platea curae ligula ridiculus donec si. &
lorem convallis at placerat nascetur vel. Accumsan dis curae laculis maximus diam. Nec cursus
enim nostra porttitor facilisis.

On the other hand, space it out too much, and the reader might feel a disconnection and
lose attention.

This is a main heading

THIS IS A SUBHEADING

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet id platea parturient. Luctus urna vitae dolor ridicu-
lus. Parturient nisi et ex class. 5i suscipit ullamcorper dignissim ultrices
malesuada natoque scelerisque. Mostra consequat arcu commodo facilisi

lectus conubia ultrices. Eu eros morbi proin bibendum vitae libero montes.

And if you don't make your content easy to consume, your website visitors simply won't
bother. We will talk about it in more detail in the lesson on styling text, but just keep in
mind that using correct spacing when styling text is very important.
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Use white space effectively: start with too
much white space

One of the easiest ways to clean up a design is to simply give every element a little more
room to breathe. The problem is, when designing for the web, white space is almost
always added to the designs as an afterthought. If something looks a little too cramped,
too crowded, you add a little bit of margin or padding until it looks better.
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The problem with this approach is that elements are only given the minimum amount of
breathing room necessary to not look actively bad. To make something look actually
great, you usually need more white space.

A better approach is to start by giving something way too much space, and then remove
it until you're happy with the result.
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You might think you'll end up with too much white space this way, but in practice, even
what might seem like a little too much when focused on an individual element ends up
being closer to just enough in the context of the complete layout.

Define a Spacing and Sizing System

Apart from using lots and lots of white space in your designs, another thing that can
improve your workflow and the end results is establishing a Spacing and Sizing System.

You shouldn't be nitpicking between 120 pixels and 125 pixels when trying to decide on
the perfect size for an element. Painfully picking and checking values one pixel at a time
will drastically slow you down, and what's even worse, it can create ugly and
inconsistent designs.

Instead, try to limit yourself to a constrained set of values defined in advance. For a
spacing system to be truly useful, it needs to take into consideration the relative
difference between subsequent values.

At the small end of the scale (like the size of an icon, or padding inside a button), a
couple of pixels can make a big difference. Jumping from 12 pixels to 16 pixels is an
increase of 33 percent, right?
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12 px 16 px
LEARN MORE I LEARN MORE
12 px 16 px

33% INCREASE

>

But at the large end (the width of the element or the vertical spacing in the hero section)
a couple of pixels is basically imperceivable. Even increasing the width of the card from
500 pixels to 520 pixels is only a four percent difference, which is eight times less
significant than the jump from 12px to 16px.

500 px 520 px

4% INCREASE

>

Hopefully, you can see what [ mean. If you want your system to help you make sizing
decisions easily, make sure no two values in your scale are ever closer than about 25%.

When we define the system, you don't want to choose between random values when
sizing an element or fine-tuning the space between elements. You also don't want to
build your Spacing and Sizing System from random values either. A simple approach is to
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Module 1 Lesson 4

start with a sensible base value, then build a scale using factors and multiples of that
value.

4px (16 x 0.25)

8px (16 x 0.5)

12px (16 x0.75) ||
16px (16 x 1)
24px (16 x 1.5)
32px (16 x 2)
4Bpx (16 x 3)
B64px (16 x 4)
96px (16 x 6)
128px (16 x 8)
192px (16 x 12)
256px (16 x 16)
384px (16 x 24)
512px (16 x 32)

640px (16 x 40)

T6Bpx (16 x 48)

So, 16 pixels is a great number to start with because it divides nicely and also happens to
be the default font size in most major web browsers. The values at the small end of the
scale should start pretty packed together, and then get progressively more spaced apart
as you get further up the scale.

Above is an example of a fairly practical scale built using such an approach.

How to use the Sizing System?

Once you've defined your Spacing and Sizing System, you'll find that you're able to work
a bit faster. Let's say you need to add some space under an element. You can simply grab
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a value from your scale and try it out. If it's not quite enough, the next value is probably
perfect.

While the workflow improvements are probably the biggest benefit, you'll also start to
notice a subtle consistency in your designs that wasn't there before, and things will look
just a little bit cleaner.

I know that Divi comes with default values, often percentage values, but I want to
encourage you to consider defining your own instead of relying on the Builder defaults.

It all comes back to planning. If you take a moment to decide on the default section
padding, for each screen size you can set it in the Builder as a global preset and you'll be
one step closer to a better, cleaner looking website.

Avoid ambiguous spacing

Other than using a predefined scale and being consistent, there are a few more things to
consider when spacing your interface elements.

When it comes to spacing, it's very important to avoid ambiguous spacing. It always
needs to be very clear to the user which elements belong to each other.

Say you're designing a form with stacked labels and inputs. If the margin below the label
is the same as the margin below the input, the elements in this form group won't feel
obviously connected.
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Module 1 Lesson 4

X
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The simple fix is to increase the space between each form group, so it's clear which label
belongs to which input.

The same problem shows up in article design when there's not enough space above
section headings.

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consec- n Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consec- .

tetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non tetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non
muiod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore. muiod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore.

24 P 36
Magna aliguam erat volutpat. .

24 px & 9 P 2 Magna aliqguam erat volutpat.
Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, tation Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, tation
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut
aliquip ex ea commaoda consequat. aliquip ex ea commaodo conseguat.

You can also apply this to bulleted lists. When the space between bullets matches the
line-height of a single bullet, it also creates this experience of not properly connecting
the elements that should be together.
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* Ut wisi enimadminimveniam,quiﬂ ® Lt wisi enim ad minim veniam, quisl

nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper
bl suscipit lobortis nis! ut. 24px suscipit lobortis nis! ut.
24 o Lectus libero mus quis a pulvinar 36 P

& |ectus libera mus quis a pulvinar
potenti. Torguent cras urna augue
rutrum turpis finibus.

potenti. Torguent cras urna auguea
rutrum turpis finibus.
¢ Pellentesque sociosqu ullamcorper
torguent. Pellentesque ultrices. » Pellentesgue sociosqu ullamcorper
torquent. Pellentesque ultrices.

External spacing should always be greater than internal spacing when we're looking at
these groups and subgroups of elements in the hierarchy of our page. In other words,
when you look at your page hierarchy, you'll always have certain groups. The great rule
to follow is that spacing between elements inside the group should be always smaller
than the spacing between the group and another group.

Using white space to guide your visitors through the page makes the difference between
an effective visual hierarchy and a page with no clear structure or indication of what to
do. Hopefully, you'll find all these tips helpful and I'm sure when you start to think about
spacing and white space intentionally, you'll start noticing how it improves your end
results.
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Resources

GET INSPIRED:
Sample Spacing and Sizing System (available in the Downloads section of this lesson)

Action Items

[J Try changing the default section and row padding to add too much space, so that
it forces you to remove it instead of always adding it when needed. This is a
setting hidden in the Theme Customizer -> General and Layout Settings -> Row
height and the Section height. Try changing these values to 10 (for 10% top and
bottom padding) to see if that helps you consider using more white space in your
designs. You can do the same for tablets and phones - in the Theme Customizer
-> Mobile panel, this time using pixel values.

Divi Academy 14

© ANIA ROMANSKA AND DIVI STYLIST ACADEMY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



