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Introduction

Welcome to the first lesson of the Divi Stylist Academy Module 3. In this module, we will
start to learn how to write our custom CSS code. However, it is not possible to learn CSS
properly without understanding the HTML language structure. So that is what we are
going to focus on in this lesson.

HTML - the foundation of every website

So first, it may seem obvious to some of you, but I do need to make it clear: HTML is the
foundation of every website you see online. No matter the tool or the way it has been
built.

So if we are using WordPress and Divi, we are using HTML. But let’s just take a tiny step
back and see how the process works.

Divi Academy 1



When we enter the domain name in the browser, the browser connects with the server.
And on the server, we have our PHP code, all the files used to build the website, so PHP
WordPress functions, Divi PHP templates, our database, MySQL database - all that PHP
code is handled by our servers. These are the server-side languages. And once the server
figures out what we ask it to do with the PHP, it outputs the HTML version of the code
and sends it to our browser.

The Web

HTTP REQUEST

HTML PHP

Www
CSs 1S

MYSQL

HTTP RESPOMNSE

Now, the browser is responsible for reading that HTML - and CSS and JavaScript code
the HTML may include - and these are client-side languages. In other words: when we
are using the Builder, we are basically asking Divi (and WordPress) to generate that
HTML code for us.
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class="et_pb_section"”>

class="et_pb_row">
+ 020G Section
class="et_pb_column”>
class="et_pb_module et_pb_text">»
OB WE Text <p>This is a paragraph</p>

Let’s take a look at this layout. This would be a simplified HTML version of it. A div with
an et_pb_module class, which is inside a div with an et_pb_column, which is inside
et_pb_row, and so on. [ know that looking at the code for the first time might be a bit
overwhelming, but don’t worry, we'll figure it out step by step.

HTML document structure

We want to understand the HTML version of your page that is rendered by the browser.
You don't need to know how to write what I'm showing you, but you will find it helpful if
you can see it clearly and understand what is what.

<!DOCTYPE html>
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Module 8 Lesson 1

So this is a base structure for any HTML document. HTML uses a sandwich-like
structure. The main <HTML> tag holds two elements: the <head> and the <body> tag.

The <head> of the document is where you'll see your website title and everything that
needs to be rendered first, so links to scripts, styles, tracking code (like Google Analytics
or FB pixel), and also <meta> tags, which hold information visible only to search engines,
like your website title and description.

pons... ¥ 517 x 715 N T Elements  Console  Sources o X

+<!DOCTYPE html> == $8
<html lang="en-US" class="js"=
w <head=>

<meta charset="UTF-8">

<meta http-equiv="X-UA-Compatible" content="IE=edge">

<link rel="pingback" href="http://localhost:10058/xmlrpc.php">

<script type="text/javascript"=

document.documentElement.className = "js';
</script>
<title=Hello world! | Divi Test</title=>
<mgta name="robots" content="max-image-preview:large"=
n <link rel="dns-prefetch" href="//fonts.googleapis.com">
<link rel="dns-prefetch" href="//s.w.org">
. <link rel="alternate" type="application/rss+xml" title="Divi T
" est » Feed" href="http://localhost:10058/feed/">
<link rel="alternate" type="application/rss+xml" title="Divi T
est » Comments Feed" href="http://localhost:18058/comments/fee
d/">
Hello world! <link rel="alternate" type="application/rss+xml" title="Divi T
est » Hello world! Comments Feed" href="http://localhost:1085
8/hello—world/feed/">
»<script type="text/javascript"=.</script=

COMMENTS: 1

Now the <body> tag contains all the content that is displayed on the page, including text,
images, videos, or whatever else.
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++<IDOCTYPE html> == %8
=html lang="en-US" class="js"=
» <head=..</head=
v<body class="post-template-default single single-post postid-1 s
ingle-format-standard et-tb-has-template et-tb-has-body et_pb_but
ton_helper_class et_fixed_nav et_show_nav et_pb_show_title et_pri
mary_nav_dropdown_animation_fade et_secondary_nav_dropdown_animat
ion_fade et_header_style_left et_pb_footer_columns4 et_cover_back
ground et_pb_gutter linux et_pb_gutters3 et_divi_theme et-db et_m
inified_js et_minified_css et_mobile_device et_mobile_device not_
ipad chirome"=
»<div id="page-container" style="padding-top: 79px;" class="et-
animated-content">.</div=
<!—- #page-container -->
<script type="text/javascript” src="http://localhost:10058/wp—-
includes/js/comment-reply.min., js?ver=5,7.1" id="comment-reply-
js''==/script=
»<script type="text/javascript” id="divi-custom-script-js-extr
a''=.</script>
<script type="text/javascript" src="http://localhost:10858/wp—
content/themes/Divi/js/custom.unified. js?ver=4.9.4" id="divi-c
ustom-script-js"=</script=
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HTMLS introduced a lot of new semantic tags, like <nav>, <article>, <header>, <section>,
or a <footer> tag, and you might see them when you inspect your Divi website, but what
you see the most is probably a non-semantic <div> tag.

<!DOCTYPE html=

HTML tag

Looking closer at the HTML tag, we have the opening tag, which consists of the name of
the element (in this example, p for paragraph), and it's wrapped in opening and closing
angle brackets.

This opening tag marks where the element begins or starts to take effect. In this
example, it precedes the start of the paragraph text.

Next, we have the content: this is the content of the element. In this example, it is the
paragraph text. And lastly - the closing tag: this is the same as the opening tag, except
that it includes a forward slash / before the element name. This marks where the
element ends.

Divi Academy 5



Failing to include a closing tag is a common beginner error that can produce peculiar
results. So to recap: an HTML element is the opening tag, followed by content, followed
by the closing tag.

HTML nesting

And like I said: HTML uses the sandwich-like structure, and elements can be placed
within other elements. This is called nesting. If we wanted to state: “The Divi Theme is

very cool”, we could wrap the word “very” in a <strong> element, which means that the
word is to have strong(er) text formatting: <p>Divi Theme is<strong>very</strong>
cool</p>

There is a right and a wrong way to do nesting. In the above example, we opened the p
element first, then we opened the strong element. For proper nesting, we should close
the strong element first, before closing the p.

And the following would be an example of the wrong way to do nesting: <p>Divi Theme
is<strong>very cool< /p></strong>

The tags have to open and close in a way that they are inside or outside one another.
With the kind of overlap in the example here, the browser has to guess what your intent
was. This kind of guessing can result in unexpected results.

Simplified HTML generated by Divi

Now, if we go back to the HTML generated by Divi, I think it should look much clearer.
Let’s take a look at it again.
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class="et_pb_section”>

class="et_pb_row">
+ 02l g Section
class="et_pb_column™>
class="et_pb_module et_pb_text">
GO F Text <p>This is a paragraph</p>

We have a div with an et_pb_section, that is a parent container, a parent div of an
element div with a class et_pb_row. And inside the row, we have a div element for our
column with the class et_pb_column, and there is a div module inside holding the <p>
tag with paragraph text.

So hopefully that is helpful, and in the next lesson we'll look into HTML tags in more
detail.

Resources

FREE CODE EDITORS:

Action Items

[J Install a code editor to use for writing custom code if you don’t have one already
installed.
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https://code.visualstudio.com
https://www.sublimetext.com

