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Introduction

Welcome to the lesson about the browser inspector. In this video, I would like to show
you how powerful your browser is and what you can do to quickly find and target
elements you want to edit. Getting familiar with this tool is inevitable, and I think it's
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almost impossible to learn how to write proper CSS without learning how to inspect
your website.

I will use Chrome Inspector as Chrome is probably the most popular browser, but many
developers like to use Firefox, and Safari has a website inspector tool, as well. They all
look similar, so you should be able to do the same thing, no matter the browser you're
using. And these are very powerful and robust tools, but I will only focus on how you can
use them when working with CSS.

Enabling the Chrome Inspector

As I mentioned, a browser inspector, otherwise known as Dev Tools, is essential for
customizing and troubleshooting your CSS. You don't need to install anything to use it
because it automatically comes with your browser.

And one way to open Dev Tools is with a keyboard shortcut F12 on Windows or
Command+Option+I on the Mac. The other option is to simply right click anywhere in
the browser window and select "Inspect".

First, let's look at the dashboard. In the top right corner, you'll see this three dots icon. It
gives you the option to orient the main Dev Tools dashboard to the left, bottom, right, or
to a separate panel. I like to keep it on the right side, but go ahead and choose your
preferred location that matches the screen you're working on.

x Al Elements Console Sources  Network » BE1 O * X
<html lang="en-US" class="js"= Dock side 0@ 0
* <head=_</head=>
v <body class="page-template-default page page-i: Show console drawer Esc
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And once enabled, you will see your website on the left, and on the right here, the first
panel, which is active is the "Elements" section, which shows the HTML structure here at
the top. And along with the elements panel, the "Styles" panel is shown below, and here
you'll see all the CSS code of different website elements.

Responsive Mode & Selecting Elements

So on that main preview here, you can activate the responsive mode using this icon with
mobile devices.

[w Q Elements Console  Sources
v<article id="post-236856" clas

ish hentry">
v<div class="entry-content”>

v=div id="et-boc" class="et:
wvadiv class="et-1 et-l--pt
w<idiv class="et_builder_
»=div class="et_pb_sec

me  SamplePage ~ [

Once enabled, it will allow you to change the size of the preview. It shows you exactly
what the current size of the viewport is here at the top.
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And you can also choose to test some predefined device sizes, which may be helpful to
check what part of your site is still above the fold on different screens.
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Next to the devices icon there is another very useful mode which you can enable.

. g E] Elements Console
rvr<article id="post-2368
ish hentry" =
wediuw Flace="an¥ru_ra
Once you click this arrow in the square, you will be able to hover and select the different
elements on your site. And once selected, you will see that the HTML tag for that part of

the page gets selected, too - in the Elements area.

HTML Preview

And here in the HTML source, you can clearly see the structure. You can use these little
triangles to open and close different containers, and you can use that to see the
parent-children relationship, which is important to see clearly when defining your CSS
selectors.

And please note that it's not that everything which is above the selected element is its
parent container. If HTML tags are on the same level, such as these two, for example,
these are sibling elements, even though this may be above that - it's not its parent.

= al EBements Conscle  Sources  Network % BT O : X
dataTizeoheight-onload—"89" style="top: Opx;" class="et-fixed-header >_

= /header=
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wadiv id="main-content™>
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wadiv £ladi="entry-Ccontent"=
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bodiv class="et_pb_column et_pb_column_1_3 et_pb_column_@
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»<iv class="et_pb_column et_pb_column_1_3 et_pb_column_1
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vodiv class="et_pb_column et_pb_column_1_3 et_pb_column_2
et_pb_css_mix_blend_sode_passthrough et-last-child™=_</div=
srafter
Sdive

To see the parent, we need to look a bit to the left, notice the indent. You can also edit
that HTML structure: add your attributes, basically test different scenarios.
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But please note: everything you are doing inside of the Inspector is just a preview. You
are not making any actual changes to your site. You cannot break anything. Once you
refresh the page - it will go back to the original state.

So, that is the HTML structure. You can select different tags here and it will get selected
on the preview. Editing HTML is not something you would usually do, but you can
definitely use the Inspector to edit CSS.

CSS Styles Panels

So let's have a closer look at the panels below. This is divided in two parts. We have
"Styles" on the left and on the right: it shows the "Computed" section.

Styles Computed Layout Ewvent Listeners DOM Breakpoints  Properties 3

Filter hew .cls + [¢]]

. - — [—'[: poStion 1]
;.cc....s.,.:{ f - .
body #pa t {index) : 581 E - |

¥ ge-container index) : H T :
.et_pb_section . -
et pb button @ { oi-| 2; as[i0mEGRA s :2 |- io
border-width: » Zﬂl! important; E [ 13 i
} .- P ) ]
H 2 1

body.et_pb_button_helper_class ([index):69
.Et_pb_buttun. D T P T T )
body.et_pb_button_helper_class L,
.ot_pb_module.et_pb_butten {

color: IFE300e9;

) Fifter O showall O Group
.et_pb_button_@_wrapper (index) :581 , Ddckground-attachment
.et_pb_button_@, scroll
.&t_pb button_ @ wrapper background-clip
.et_pb_button_B:hover { border-box

padding-top: 13px!important;

" background-calor
padding-right: 35px!important; Irgb(226, 226, 226)
padding-bottom: 13px!important; background-image
padding-left: 35px!impartant; ",.,,,,neg i

transition: » padding 30éms Eease Oms;
} 9 background-origin

padding=-box

If you don't see that panel, you can toggle it on and off with this icon.

Styles Computed Layout Eventlisteners DOM Breakpoints

Fter thew .cls +

. = — position
element.style { E ................
} H I_II

And if your screen isn't big enough, you can keep it closed. And then see it by clicking
the link here.

Divi Academy 5

© ANIA ROMANSKA AND DIVI STYLIST ACADEMY. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED



Styles & Computed Layout Eventlisteners DOM Breakpoints Properties ¥

........................................

O showal O Group

» background-attachment scroll
» background-clip border-box
» Background-color robl(226, 226, 226)

& harkarnnd- isans nans

And first: Styles. Once our element is selected, this panel will show every CSS ruleset
which is affecting that element in any way, all CSS code which is targeting that selected
part, that selected element. We will see the target that is being used, the CSS
declarations for that ruleset, and also the source of that code.

Styles Computed Layout Ewent Listeners

Fter thov .els + [

element.style {
}

body #page-container {mdu}l&ﬂ‘l
-eT_pb_section

.et_pb_button_@ {

border-width: » 2px! important;

] -+

It can show you a specific CSS file or if it says index, that means that the code is inline in
your page source, which is very likely with the new performance update. It also shows
you the line number where exactly the CSS is located.

Crossed-out CSS properties

Now if the declaration, the CSS property and value is crossed out, it means that there is
a different CSS ruleset using the same CSS property, and it's overwriting it.

body .et_pb button {
background-color: [l#elelel;

n—qeﬂ—uﬂ-l-ﬂ—» e ]
border-radius: » 48px;

font-weight: bold;
font-style! normal;
text-transform: none;
text-decoration: » none;
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The crossed out CSS doesn't work. Now, before I tell you what you can actually do with
that, let's have a look at the right side.

CSS Box Model

At the top we can see the CSS box model.

Styles Computed Layout EventLlisteners DOM Breakpoints Proparties 2

Filter thow .cls + I
= o M&'ﬂrl ]
;I:-_|~rr\-|*-r|:_-.I-.,'_qL { :.- R R 1'
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.et_pb_section | | . i
.et_pb_button_@ { 0j«|2 H-_H 2|10
border-width: » 2px ! important; i 13 1
} i 2 i
body.et_pb_button_helper_elass (index):69 : : i
«et_pb_button, ]
body.et_pb_button_helper_class 0

at mh madoala atr sk hottan J

The sizing and spacing of every HTML element is represented with different colors. Blue
is the element itself. Green represents the padding. Yellow shows us the size of the
border, and orange - the margins. So getting familiar with the box model and the colors
here gives us a quick overview of what space exactly our selected elements take. You can
see it while hovering over or just when an element is selected. And below the box model,
our computed styles. These are extremely important.

Computed Styles

Here we can see every CSS property and the value which is actually being used by the
browser. So if you'd like to know what the color of that link text is, for example.
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E border-right-width
2px

. barder-top-colar
Mrgb(131, @8, 233)

border-top=left-radius
4@px

5 border-top-right-radius
40px

border-top-style
solid

border-top-width
.
2px
. box-sizing
barder-box

.CD r
WRgb(131, 8, 233)

" cursor
pointer

display
inline-black

font-family
“Open Sans™, Arial, sans-serif

font-size
20px

b font-style
normal

" font-weight
Tod
line-heiaht

I can see the color property, and it will show me the value that the browser is actually
using. And what's even better, if we click this little triangle here, it will show me where
that CSS is coming from and if there are any additional CSS rulesets which are trying to
change that color and maybe, you know, are overwritten. So this is great for
troubleshooting.

5 color
Ergbil3l, 8, 233)
W#33808e9 dy.et_pb_button_hel
{index) ;6

fraes a [index) : 6!
W#2eadtd o e ) $ 24

Cwgrkal lank a:-webkit-any-1ink
user agent styleshest
W#sés  body ngex) ;31

For example: you are trying to modify a property and if it doesn't seem to work. You can
quickly check what CSS ruleset is overwriting your code, if you need to modify your
selector, or if you're, you know, if your code is even listed here, maybe your selector is
incorrect.

Right? So instead of going through that list of styles, we can quickly see any property
that we want to check right here. Now let's see how we can modify the CSS here.
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Editing the CSS

So you can edit what is already here, changing the values, checking and unchecking
different properties to see what it would look like if that CSS weren't here or if it were
different.

Styles Computed Layout Event Listeners DOM Breakpoints

Filter thov .cls + []]
d poaition

Lement.styl grrsaezmnmannas
1]:: Emer yle { :
b i {index) : 581 L
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. Et_p'}_but tﬁl‘l. frrrrEEETETEEE
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.&1_pb_module.et_pb_button {
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} itter
.et_pb_button_8_wrapper {index):581 , background-att
«et_pb_button_@, scroll
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.et_pb_button_@:hover { border-box
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padding-bottom: 13px!important; back d-i
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transition: » padding 388ms Eease Oms; .
P g = background-ori

padd ina-baox

But in practice, that is not very helpful unless you are editing your own code and looking
for a way to change it, then, sure, go ahead and edit your own code this way. But if that
CSS is coming from Divi or a plugin, or Guttenberg, basically anywhere where you can't
really control it... there's no point checking how the site would look if that CSS were
different.

So, if you want to change the appearance of something, you can't just edit the existing
code, but you need to write your own CSS to see how you can overwrite what's already
there. And there are two different ways to add CSS here.

Adding inline CSS

First, at the very top here we have "elements.style"
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Styles Computed Layout EventListeners

Filter thow .cls +‘ [+1]
element.style {

border-radiug: ;

- o L DT

You can simply click here and start typing the CSS property, and it will apply to the
element that is currently selected. You will notice that it actually creates an inline style
attribute within the HTML tag and adds your code there.

v<a class="et_pb_button et_pb_buttol
ight” href="#" style="'
border-radiuX 10px;
‘e wm S0
“Click Here®
::after
e -'lI\] >
<fdiv=
= fdiv>
:zafter

.. Aalignment_centeret_pb_module. aet_pb_ button.et_pb_button_0.et_

Styles Computed Layout Eventlisieners DOM Breakpoints

Fiter zhov .cls +  [F]]
element. style {

barder-radius: » 18px;

If you remember from the lesson about specificity, that inline CSS will have a great
advantage over any code that is added somewhere inside the code. That means that this
is not a very practical approach because in most cases, if you manage to define
properties and get some results here in the preview, which is what you want - you won't
be able to copy that code and place it inline on your HTML like you see here.

Because in most cases, we are working on a predefined HTML structure. We cannot
modify it in this way. All we can do is add our own CSS code, not inline in the style
attribute, but in a CSS file in a child theme, for example, or in a <style> tag inline on the
page using Theme Options, but not on an element itself.

Adding custom CSS rulesets

So: to add our own code, we need to use the plus icon here.
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Styles Computed Layowt EventListensrs DOM

Fiter thov .cls [*1]
elemint. style { &‘

|| Ererr e — e — e
coppegdensvsease o IR0

MNew Style Rule
i
i

It gives you the option to define your CSS selector. By default, it will list all the classes
the selected element uses, but you can go ahead and define your own selector. That is
the only way to truly test if your CSS will work. Once you define a selector and add some
declarations, you will notice that it created that inspector stylesheet for you.

et_pb_row inﬁp‘ﬁ_lu r=stylesheet:l
a.et_pb_button {

porder-radius: » 18px; inspector:fflocalhostfest-¢
%

That is a temporary stylesheet, which will hold all your CSS modifications. So you can go
ahead and edit multiple elements and then open that, and copy the CSS into Divi. Just
remember, do not refresh your page before you copy the code, because it will be gone.

It's just a temporary preview.

Forcing :hover state

Another useful thing to know is that you can force a hover state on an element. Click on
:hov next to the Filter bar in the Styles tab to access this menu.

Styles Computed Layout EwventListeners
Fiter thow .cls -+-J FI'

Force element state

L :active thover

] :focus ] :visited

O :focus-within [ :focus-visible
O :target

So when working with links or sub menus, you can trigger the :hover state on any
element. And then you will see the CSS that is affecting that :hover state.
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Enabling the CSS Overview

And one final tip or maybe not a tip, but just a feature I discovered recently inside the
Browser Inspector, which is actually a beta feature.

So if we go to Settings (by clicking on the gear icon) and Experiments, we can enable the
CSS Overview (it’s disabled by default). I have it enabled here. And once you enable it, it
will ask you to reload your page so it can load again with the overview.

Settings Experiments

Prelerences
Filter

Workspace
WARNING: These axperiments could be unstable or unreliable and may requir

I Bgeiments  restart Deviools.

ignome List =3 )
) Allow extensions 1o load custom stylesheets
Devices -
) Capture node creation stacks
Throttling
o J Automatically prefty print in the Sources Panel
Shoricuts €SS Overview @

| Empty sourcemap auto-stepping

And now you have an additional section here, CSS overview.

& dl Elements Conscle Sources  MNetwork » B1 O : X
et_pb_css_mix blend_mode_passtl Performance
b <div class="et_pb column &t _g Memoary _p.b_rflurn_.z.
et_pb_css_mix_blend_mode_passtl S hild"=_</div>
s:after Application
<fdiv> Security
w<div class="et_pb_row &t_pb_row Lighthouse
wodiv class="et_pb column &t_p _pb_column_3
et_pb css_mix_blend_mode_passtl hild"=

w<div class="et_pb button_module wrapper et_pb_button_8 w
rapper et_pb button_alignment_center et_pb_module ":
[ ] w<a class="et_pb_button et_pb_button_@ et_pb_bg_layout_1
ight” href="#" style="
/* border-radius: 10px; =/
/= border-color: #00@; =/
L Tp— sa

And if you click capture overview, it will show you all the colors, all the fonts and all the
font sizes you are using on the page. So it's just a fun and nice way to kind of check how
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consistent you are in your design, but like I said: it's an experimental feature, but it does
display some useful information you might find helpful.

= dal Blements Console Sources CSSOverview » B1 £ : X

.

Contrast issues: 18

Teot

132
eo
E

Unused declarations AA AA O
AAA @ AAA @
Media queries _}_
Teot Text Text
AA & MM AA
AMA @ AAA © AMA @
Text X
BA AA O AA O
AAA O AAA O AAA @

Final thoughts

So I hope this lesson will give you the confidence and better understanding of this
wonderful tool. And I want to encourage you to go and inspect, try to change, edit, tweak
different things. See how your changes affect your website so that you can have a better
understanding of how your website functions. That is very important if you want to get
better in writing and be confident when it comes to using custom CSS. And remember,
you cannot break anything in there.

Action Items

[J Inspect your website! Go through all the different Dev Tools settings, change and
tweak the CSS. Don't be afraid to edit and check different elements.

[J Enable the CSS Overview experimental feature and check how well your website is
doing and if you've been consistent with your color palettes and typography.
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